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1. INTRODUCTION

Ujjain is the one of the greatest Pilgrimage centre of Hindus. Situated in the heart of Bellary district of Karnataka state.
Bellary is one the rich Archaeological and Historical sites. Inscriptions are one of the most important sources of Indian
history especially of ancient times. The inscriptions throw a sudden light and provide magnificent information about the
time, place and situation connected with the inscriptions. Writing related to ancient Indian history found on stone objects,
pillars and plates are known as inscriptions. According to J. J. Fleet , the inscriptions clears the myth related to ancient
history of India as it is regarded authentic than other sources . Most of the inscriptions in ancient India were issued by kings
or royal patrons and the inscriptions were mainly written by court poets in praise of the ruling elite

The inscriptions mainly speak about the regime or life political achievements, religious beliefs, territorial conquest, his
grants made towards different religious groups etc. The geographical spread of kings™ inscriptions is often taken as
indicating the area under his political control. The inscriptions provide important information about the genealogy of the
ruling dynasty, It has been estimated that something like 80/ of our knowledge of the history of India before AD 1000 is
derived from inscriptional sources. Without inscriptions, for example, we would have only the vaguest notion of the history
of the many dynasties. But the importance of epigraphy goes beyond historically study in the narrowest sense of the term,
that is , political history . Inscriptions, especially those of the early medieval period, have been used as a major source of
information on administrative and revenue systems. They can also shed light on the history of settlement patterns, agrarian
relations, forms of labour, and class and caste structures. There are very few ancient records of secular lands transactions
and records of land disputes, but these take us straight to the heart of social and economic issues. sandstone, basalt, slate,
trap, and steatite were used for inscriptions Some inscriptions particularly from the earlier periods are inscribed directly on
to rough stones with little or no preparation of the surface. The Asokan rock inscriptions. More commonly, however, the
rock surface is subjected to varying degrees of preparation of involving smoothing and polishing of the area to be inscribed.

Later and more elaborate stone inscription, especially those of the prasastis class, are typically inscribed on rectangular
slabs, sometimes very large, which were previously cut to seize and carefully polished. Long inscriptions, especially those
of literary content could be inscribed on a series of slabs. Stone slabs inscriptions may also serve devotional purposes , as
in the inscribed and sculpted slabs of Buddhists and Jains , or the inscribed footprint slabs of gods or revered personages .
From the earliest times inscriptions, usually of a dedicatory character, were commonly engraved on the walls , facades,
columns, pillars , pilasters , railings, gates, doorways, and other parts of stone structures such as excavated stupas, caves,
temples, palaces, and well.
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In the present study there are a total of 19 epitaphs of lessons and summaries. Among them, there are fifteen inscriptions in
Ujjain village of Kudligi taluk, Bellary district. The rest of the inscriptions belong to other places. These inscriptions belong
to the Pandyan, Yadava, Vijayanagara, Bagali Palagara and modern periods. The era of these inscriptions. From the 13™
century AD. 20" century AD. The script and language of the inscriptions is Kannada. Some Kannada inscriptions contain
Sanskrit verses.

1. Pillar inscription of a Marulasidda temple in Ujjaini
(S.I.1.9: Part-I, No.375)
Many letters of this inscription are reported to have been worn away in this volume.

(R.M. Shadaksharayya, 1977,“An Inscription in the Ujjain Marulasidda Temple”, Manavika Karnataka, Vol-8, No-1, pp.
41-42, University of Mysore, Mysore.)

The author published this article after obtaining a copy of this inscription and obtaining its full text.
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Summary- The top right side of this pillar inscription is slightly broken. It states that during the reign of the Yadava
Mahadevaraya Chavundarasa, the son-in-law of Mahapradhani Tipparasara, was the ruler of Pandyanad and his padikeni
Chiguteji Chavudarasa was the tax collector. Chavudarasa of Chiguteri Sunka, Bhogaya of Sunkada son of Sena Bhowa
Govindarasa of Ujjain, Gudus of Pura, Karaga Gopayyas from Nirupa of son-in-law Chivundarasa of Ujjain are said to have
given the tolls from any business to Srimalli Karjuna of Ujjeni. It is prescribed that anyone who goes beyond this religion
will do great deeds.

The date of this inscription is the ninth year of the reign of Yadava Mahadevaraya, Vibhava Samvatsara, Kartika Bahula,
Amavasya, Monday, Solar eclipse i.e. AD. Tuesday, November 6, 1268. That day came on Tuesday instead of Monday.
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2. Inscription in the front hall of Jagadguru Siddhalingeshwar Shivacharya’s Gadduge of Ujjayani Srisaddharma
peetha.

(A.R.IP.No0.207-1925)
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Summary- The right side of this inscription is broken. This inscription states that during the reign of Yadava Mahadeva
Raya, Barmarasa donated the toll to Srimallinathadeva’s Nanda Deepa, probably on the authority of Chavaudarasa, the son-
in-law of dictator Tipparasa. The date of this inscription is the 10" year of Yadava Mahadeva, Jeshta, Bahula, 10, Monday
i.e. AD. 1267 comes to know.

3. A piece of inscription in front of Ujjain Sri Saddharma peetha.
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Summary

This piece of inscription bears the award of Jagadala Pandyadeva. It is said that King Jagadala Pandyagatti of the Kadamba
clan, who was ruling the land of Kogali, donated 400 kamma land in Kogali to Kalideva. The time of this inscription is
mostly. AD 12% century. (This inscription does not appear to be related to Ujjain).

4. Inscription on the head of Kuruvatti Mallikarjuna Temple in Hoovina Hadagali Taluk

(S.119, Part-I, No. 389, p.401-402)
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Summary
It may be noted here that there is an award of the Gutta king of AD.1104, in which he is called Ujjanipuravaradhisvara.
5. An inscription in a paddy field in the Haleuru area of Maradipur, Mandya district

[E.C.83, and E.C.7, p.197-98]
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Summary

In the Maradipur inscription of Mandya district, there are many names of Veerashaiva Siva-sharanas such as Bommayya,
Ankayya, Jakkayya, Sakal Gana Pariveshti Yekkoti, Navileya Jdeya Shankara Deva Padiha Dasaiya, Sirialuva Dasa,
Dasavarma, Ohila, Udbhata, Nambi, Kumbaragunda, Andavala, Karikala Chola, Bhogadeva, Bana, Mayura, Kalidasa,
Keshiraja Dannayaka, Chalpadaraya of Surige, Sanganabasavaya, Animita Kesavaraja, Jagadeva Dannayaka, Ramayya of
Ekanthada, Ramayya of Sonnaliga, Ponnayya of Huligeya, Santayya of Neluvige are mentioned along with the names of
Daruka and Renuka. In this inscription it is said that those who benefited from the said charity would attain Shivloka and
those who did injustice would go to the sin of killing a thousand brahmins and a thousand kavilas in the Ganges.

The date of this inscription in the reign of Hoysala Viraballa is 1202 Shakavarisha, Vishwavasu Samvatsara, Pushya Su. 2,
that is AD.1305 December 18 is Saturday.

6. The wall inscription of Veerabhadra Temple at Lakshmishwara, Shirahatti taluk, Gadag district.

(S.LL 20, 390, p.381)
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Summary

In this inscription, the story of Darukara, the incarnation of Revanasiddha, Revanasiddha was dead for 1400 years, united
in Somesa, reborn as Puli Marulasiddeshwara, and finally took the form of a linga in Puligere for Saguna Lile Sakadu. The
time of this inscription is AD.1513.

7. Kogali, Hagaribommanahalli District, Bellary District. Temple of Lord Virabhadra Next Inscription
(A.R.L 39: 1904)
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Summary

A reference to Virupaya of Ujjain can be found in this inscription of 1531.

8. Inscription on the wall of the east porch of Sri Marulasidda Temple

(S.LL 9, Part-I, Ins.No. 594)
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Summary

In this inscription, there is a detail that Vijayanagar king Achyutaraya Maharaya gave a donation. The date of this inscription
is Saka 1461, Vikriti No., Bhadrapada Shu.12, Tuesday i.e. 26" August 1539 Tuesday.

9. Inscription on the wall of the west porch of Sri Marulasidda Temple
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Summary- In this inscription it is said that Krishnappa Nayaka, the son of Bayappa Nayaka of Hadapa, was ruling Kogali
Nadu during the reign of King Vira Sadashivaraya of Vijayanagara. There was a copper inscription of a land grant given to
God Mallikarjuna of Ujjaini within Kottur region in this Kogli land. Within that endowed land, the Maharaja probably
restored the dilapidated Nagenahalli and built a road to that Nagenahalli. Krishnappanayaka was helped by the sons of
Kalaya Nayaka of Gavelur to get health, religion, fame and virtue from this act. It is said that Teja Sayam made the ashta

bho

ga of the sadhus there to enjoy the treasure, deposits, water, stone etc. coming inside the chatuseema of Ujinipura to
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help the construction of Nagenahalli road. At the end there is a prayer verse and a curse. He was told that if he did not follow
this religion in the school, he would commit the sin of killing his mother in Varanasi.

The date of this inscription is Saka 1485, Dundubhi Samvatsara, Magha, Shu. 10, Monday, i.e. AD 1563, February 2, falls
on Tuesday.

10. A piece of inscription outside Sri Marulasidda Inscription
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Summary

This inscription was written in Shaka 1492 i.e. In 1570 AD, Ujjani appears to have stopped probably during the Raktakshi
Samvatsara.

2. CONCLUSION

Overall, these inscriptions refer to different topics related to Ujjayani Saddharma Peetha. Bagali of this region in 1068AD
the mention of Sri Revanasidda in the Kalleshwar temple inscription (S.I.I. 9, No. 132) is a significant fact. But in Ujjain
the inscription dated 1268 AD is of the time of Yadava Mahadeva Raya. In it, the dictator Tipparasa’s son-in-law
Chavudarasa was the dictator of Pandyanada, his padikeni and tax collector Chigatera Sunkada Chavudarasa, Senabhova
of Ujjaini Sunkada Bhogayya son of Govindarasa, son-in-law Chavudarasas are noted and there are the names of the Gudus
of Pura and the Kagar Gopayyas. And the matter of donation given to Ujjaini Mallikarjuna to etc. is mentioned. It is
important for Veerashaiva studies that it is mentioned in this inscription that if someone goes beyond this religion, he will
perform the work of Mahaganam. There Another inscription of the 13 century AD bears the title of Jagadhala Pandyadeva.
Marulasidda’s reference mentioned in the Avvayara village inscription in 1193AD. It is narrated that he returned
miraculously.In the inscription of Kuruvathi, Ujjain Puravaradhishvara....is the title of Guttavola belonging to the Gupta
dynasty that ruled in North India. The names of Daruka etc. are found in the Maradipur inscription of Mandya district of
1315AD.

Then there are two inscriptions of the Vijayanagar period. One inscription belongs to the Achyuta Devaraya of 1539 AD.
Another is from the time of Veerasadashivaraya in 1563AD. In the second inscription, during the reign of Sadashivaraya,
Krishnappanayaka, the son of Bayyapanayaka of Hadapa, when he was ruling the Kogali region, gave land to the god
Mallikarjuna of Ujjini within the Kottur area in that region. Moreover, it is known that Margasahayanayak, the son of Kalaya
Nayaka of Gavelur, also dedicated a trivacha to the Amratapadi offering of that god. And it is said that the damaged
Nagenahalli was restored.

In the inscription of 1513 AD of Lakshmeshwara, the story of Darukara, Avatara of Revanasiddha and Lingaavatara of Sri
Marulasiddha are mentioned. Kasavanahalli of Harpanahalli taluk in the inscription of 1660 AD, there is a detail of donation
by Baguli Basavappa Nayakayaka to the Kasavanahalli deity, son of Venkatapati Mahadevaraya. And it is said that when
the palace of that city was damaged, Basavayya, the son of Girimalappanna, who was the disciple of Ujjani throne, restored
the village of Bayya. Vakulada for this Erebhumi is said to have been given by Guruswami, Seramswami Pattadaiyya to
Girimallappa, son of Santharavutha, grandson of Bagali king, Thirukappa, son of his son Basavayya, as inheritance from
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sons and grandsons. The cursing of this statute is very bad. Kogali’s. It is noteworthy that in the inscription of 1453 AD,
the deity Veerabhadra is said to be Virupaya of Ujjain.

A bell inscription dated 27-7-1712 at Ujjain states that Bagali Basavantaraya, son of Mudde Basavantaraya, Mummadi
Iswarappa Nayaka, dedicated the bell to Vujjeni Siddeshwara. There another bell inscription of the latter part of the 18™
century AD mentions the devotion of Nanjunderaya of the Bhikshavarti Math of Harihara to the god Ujjaini Siddeshwara.

Other inscriptions from Ujjain date from about AD. Belongs Sto 18" to 20™ century. Overall, in these inscriptions
Kasavanahalli. It is noteworthy that only in the inscription of 1660 AD there is an ancient reference to the throne of Ujjain.
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(3]
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